
IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT & TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: ) Docket No. DN2002-152 

Art Unit: 1732 

Manoj Ajbani et al ) Examiner: 

For: OVERMOLDED GRIP ) j hereby certify that this correS pondence is being 

o • 1 xt i r^o cni \ deposited with the United States Postal Service as 

Serial NO.: lU/O /Z,0 /D ) first class mai | in an envelope addressed to: 

\ Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, 

Filed: September 26, 2003 ) Alexandria, VA 22313-1450, on May 27, 2004. 




Mary A. P 

Commissioner for Patents 
P. O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 

Dear Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE IN COMPLIAN CE WITH 37 C.F.R. §1.98 

As a means of complying with the duty of disclosure set forth in 37 C.F.R. §1.56, the 
Applicants are calling the following to the attention of the Patent Office and request that they 
be considered by the Examiner: 

United States Patent 4,250,273 
United States Patent 4,340,684 
United States Patent 4,343,918 
United States Patent 4,927,882 
United States Patent 5,476,914 
United States Patent 5,334,677 
United States Patent 6,566,478 
United States Patent 6,313,216 
United States Patent 6,372,863 
United States Patent 6,293,325 
United States Patent 6,289,959 
United States Patent 6,140,434 
United States Patent 5,844,044 
United States Patent 5,679,751 
United States Patent 5,677,402 
United States Patent 5,448,003 
United States Patent 5,239,009 
United States Patent 5,272,220 
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United States Patent 3,686,364 

United States Patent 3,865,776 

United States Patent 3,758,643 

United States Patent 3,806,558 

United States Patent 5,051,478 

United States Patent 4,104,210 

United States Patent 4,130,535 

United States Patent 4,202,801 

United States Patent 4,271,049 

United States Patent 4,340,684 

United States Patent 4,250,273 

United States Patent 4,927,882 

United States Patent 4,3 1 1 ,628 

United States Patent 5,248,729 
However, the above-listed references may not be prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102 and 
this document should not be construed as an admission that any of the above-listed references 
are prior art within the meaning of 35 U.S.C. §102. 

United States Patent 4,250,273 maybe relevant to the prosecution of the subject 
patent application because it suggests a thermoplastic elastomer composition comprising 
from about 10 to about 50 parts of a crystalline olefin polymer, from about 80 to about 15 
parts by weight of a random styrene-butadiene rubber, and about 5 to about 55 parts by 
weight of a highly saturated elastomer. 

United States Patent 4,340,684 may be relevant to the prosecution of the 
subject patent application because it suggests a thermoplastic elastomer composition 
comprising from about 10 to about 50 parts of a crystalline olefin polymer, from about 80 to 
about 1 5 parts by weight of a random styrene-butadiene rubber, and about 5 to about 55 parts 
by weight of a highly saturated elastomer, where in the blend was partially cured so that a 
thermoplastic elastomer was formed which had a melt flow index of at least 1 .0 when tested 
in accordance with ASTM D 1238 condition L at a load of 100 pounds. The authors suggest 
that when the melt flow rate of the formed blend was less than 1.0, thermosetting 
formulations were formed. 

United States Patent 4,343,91 8 may be relevant to the prosecution of the subject 
patent application because it claims the process for making a thermoplastic elastomer 
composition comprising from about 10 to about 50 parts of a crystalline olefin polymer, from 
about 80 to about 15 parts by weight of a random styrene-butadiene rubber, and about 5 to 
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about 55 parts by weight of a highly saturated elastomer. 

United States Patent 4,927,882 may be relevant to the prosecution of the subject 
patent application because it claims a thermoplastic elastomer composition having a 
compression set less than about 30 % and produced by dynamic vulcanization of SBR to 
form a dispersed phase of crosslinked SBR in a co-continuous matrix of SEBS and 
polypropylene. The compositions had specific use in the pharmaceutical applications. 

United States Patent 5,476,914 may be relevant to the prosecution of the subject 
patent application because it discloses syndiotactic polypropylenes that may be used in 
preparing the thermoplastic elastomer compositions of the present invention. 

United States Patent 5,334,677 may be relevant to the prosecution of the subject 
patent application because it discloses syndiotactic polypropylenes that may be used in 
preparing the thermoplastic elastomer compositions of the present invention. 

United States Patent 6,566,478, United States Patent 6,3 13,216, United States Patent 
6,372,863, United States Patent 6,293,325, United States Patent 6,289,959, United States 
Patent 6,140,434, United States Patent 5,844,044, United States Patent 5,679,751, United 
States Patent 5,677,402, United States Patent 5,448,003, United States Patent 5,239,009 and 
United States Patent 5,272,220 maybe relevant to the prosecution of the subject patent 
application because they generally describe elastomers polymerized by solution 
polymerization techniques as well as methods for their synthesis. 

United States Patent 3,686,364 and United States Patent 3,865,776 give some 
examples of block copolymers that may be used in the practice of this invention. 

United States Patent 3,758,643, United States Patent 3,806,558, United States Patent 
5,051,478,United States Patent 4,104,210, United States Patent 4,130,535, United States 
Patent 4,202,801, United States Patent 4,271,049, United States Patent 4,340,684, United 
States Patent 4,250,273, United States Patent 4,927,882, United States Patent 4,31 1,628 and 
United States Patent 5,248,729 teach the type of curing or crosslinking agents and methods 
that can be utilized in the present invention. 

Form PTO-1449 is enclosed herewith. 

Respectfully submitted, 



The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
1 144 East Market Street, D/823 
Akron, Ohio 44316-0001 
Telephone: (330)796-2850 



Alvin T. Rockhill 
Attorney for Applicant(s) 
Reg. No. 30,418 
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